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The Jewish people today are mostly descendants
of the Southern Kingdom, which is one of the
reasons that we are called Jews, a shortened
form of Judah. Ezekiel's prophecy thus predicts
that in the future unification under the Mashiach,
the Ten Tribes that were exiled separately will be
reunited with Judah (and Benjamin). This alludes
to the fact that there are, dispersed around the
world today, many people who, though they are
not identified as Jews, have some distant kinship
with the Jewish people. This manifests as a special
feeling of affection that these individuals have for
the Jewish people and for the Torah.
All these individuals around the world are thus
related to Joseph. The tree of Joseph constitutes
many people who, though they are not Jewish
on a physical level, connect to Judaism spiritually,
and the spark that lies at the heart of their affinity
with the Jewish people and with the Torah is
still alive. Indeed, says Ezekiel, these will come
together under Joseph's tree and will be united
with Judah's tree so that they make one tree over
which the Mashiach, whose soul is the soul of
David, the king of Israel (who is very much alive),
will rule.
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